














at a Parents Without Partners campout,
They were members of different chap-
ters, but they attended the same event,
Bob with his four children (three teens
and a 10-vear-old) and Brenda with
her daughter, 10, Within 13 months,
they were married.

In August 2009, the Ploudres settled
into Winter Garden’s Hyde Park, a
neighborhood of manufactured homes
and one of the few 55-plus communi-
ties in the area. When Bob says, “We
are RV people.” it's somewhat of an
understatement. From 2000 to 2009,
they lived full
home — although part of it may have

time in their motor
been unintended.

In 2000, long after Bob had taken
early retirement from aerospace man-
ufacturer McDonnell
worked for several more years as a

Douglas and

contract employee, the couple decid-
ed to hit the road and become “RV
snowbirds.” But a funny thing hap-
pened along the way. "My retirement
got interrupted,” says Bob, 69. His
skills in engineering management
were needed at the Lockheed Martin
facility in Fort Worth, TX. “I thought I'd
work one year and be out, but six
vears later, 1 was still there,” he says.
During their time in Fort Worth, the
couple’s home was their class A recre-
ational vehicle, with four expansion
slideouts, situated in a local RV park.
Brenda, 61, who had worked in office
administration for a dentist in St
Charles, MO, [or more than 20 vears,
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helped manage the mobile
home park. Now, finally off
the the Ploudres still
enjoy traveling. But today their
interests lean toward cruises, a
time-share in Cancun and
occasional trips to Las Vegas.
“We enjoy Hvde Park
because it’s like a small town
within the small town of Win-
ter Garden,” says Bob. They
discovered the city, he says,
after researching Florida com-
munities with available servic-
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road.

es and a friendly feel. As far as living
in a spacious two-bedroom, two-bath
home instead of the confines of a
recreational vehicle, it has been an
adjustment, Bob says. “1 often catch
myself calling out to Brenda, “Where
are you?™ he laughs.

To see the old and new at work in
Winter Garden, visitors can stop at
Sweet Traditions Bakery & Cafe. Locat-
ed in the original 1920 Bray hardware
store building, it's operated under the
watchful eye of French chef Stephane
Crocher, 42, a native Parisian, and his
wife, Christine, 41, a fishmonger's
daughter from Massachusetts.

“After meeting and working togeth-
er, we decided we wanted to be entre-
preneurs and run our own business,”
Christine says. With stops in Hanover,
NH, Paris with
Stephane’s family, they returned to the
LIS, and opened the West Plant Street
eatery in 2006.
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Scenic spots include the cyclist’s
favorite, 19-mile West Orange Trail,
and Lake Brim and its surrounding
preserved wetlands within the
Oakland Park community.

Before reaching the seating area,
guests pass by a tempting 20-foot-long
case filled with baked goods and
desserts of every kind. The lunch menu
includes specialty soups and sandwich-
es with a French flair. Christine says that
Winter Garden has now become a
foodie destination, with several restau-
rants along Plant Street earning dining
awards from Orlando reviewers.

The town’s recognition is no sur-
prise to City Manager Bollhoefer. He
calls Winter Garden a “modern-day
Mayberry USA,” a community without
pretense. *I hear it over and over again

from residents. It reminds them of
their hometown, of Andy Griffith's TV
show,” he adds.

As Griffith once described Mayberry:

“A simpler time, a sweeter place.” WR

Alan Macher is a writer in Ocala,
FL, and a frequent contributor to
Where to Retire.

ave a comment, opinion or addi-

tional information about anything
we've featured? We'd love to hear from
you. Go to www.WhereToRetire.com and
click on “Write to Us,” Or, write to Readers
Mailbox, Where to Retire, 5851 San Felipe
St., Suite 500, Houston, TX 77057. Letters
may be edited for space.



pelliott
Highlight

pelliott
Highlight


