










al a Parents Without Panl1t:r.,> campout . 
lhey were members o f different chap­
ters. but ther :1It1.-·ndl·d the !;;.Ime l·vem. 
Boh wilh his fOllf children (thrt'e teens 
and a 100year-okl) and Urenti:1 \\'ith 
her d:lUghter, 10. \X'ilhin 13 months. 
they wen.: man·jed, 

In AuguSt 2009. the Ploudres SC:lIled 
into Wimer Garden's Hyde Park .• 1 

neighborhood of rn ... muf:!dured homes 
and one of Ihl: fe\\' ))-plus communi­
til:s in tile area. When 1301> S<lyS, "We 
are RV peo ple,H it's .somewhat of an 
understatement. From 2000 to 2009, 
they livL-d f\lll lime in their nl()(or 
home - although part of it m:ly ha\'c 
lx-en uninlenckd. 

In 2CXX.l, long aner Bob h:ld taken 
e lri), retirement from aerosp:lce man­
ufacturer McDonnell Dou)::las and 
worked for s(:\'eral mort:' years a:-. a 
Contr.Kl employet.'. the couple do:cid­
ed to hit the rood and 1)L'1.:0me "RV 
'1nowbircb.- But a funny thing hllP­
pcned along Ihe way. -l\ ly retirement 
gOl intelTuptecl: says Boh. 69, His 
skills in engi neering management 
were needed al the LockhL'ed Manin 
facility in Fon Wonh, TX. -I thought I'd 
work one yC:lr and Ix: out, but six 
years later, I was stillthen.:,H he S;I)'S. 

During their time in Fon \X'onh, the 
couple's home \vas their dass A recre­
ational \'t:'hicJc, with four CX/XIl"bion 
slideoulS, sitU;IK'<i in a local RV p:.lrk, 
Brenda. 61, who had \\'Orkl'd in office 
;Idminislration for a denliM in 51. 
Charles. MO, for more thall 20 years. 
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helpt,,,,1 manage the mobile 
home park. Now, finally on 
the rood, the I'loudrcs still 
enjoy traveling, liul lo(by the ir 
intcn.:.'oIs IC:Il1tOW:Jrd cmbes, :1 

time-share in CanclIll and 
ocGlsional trips to Las Vega .... 

"We e njoy Ilycle Park 
be<.-JlISt:' it's like :1 SIll:I]) town 

within the ~rna !! lown of Win-
tt..'r Garden," ~I}"'" Bob. 'n,ey 
discO\'ered the city, he says, 
after rese:uching Florida com­
munilies wilh 3":'lilable ,sen 'ic­
es and a friendl)' fL"C!. As far as living 
in :1 .~ p'Kious two-lx>droom, two,bath 
ho me inste:ld of the confines of a 
T<."Cn.:at ional vehide. it has IX"Cn an 
adju.'oImem, Bob s lys. -I o ften C:llch 
myself calling out to Brenda, 'Where 
arc you?'" he lau~hs. 

To see tho:! old and new at work in 
Winter Garden, \'isi to~ Gill stOp at 
S\\'~-'Ct Tmditions U':lkeT)' & Clfe. Ux.ou­
ed in Ihe o riginal 1920 Umy h:lf(jwlIrt' 
... Iore building, it',., o peraK-'(! unckr Ihe 
w:Hchflll ere o f French chef Stcph:lI1t:: 

Crocher. 42, a nat ive Parisian. and his 
wife, Christine, -i I, a fishmonger's 

daughter from 1\ lassachusetlS. 

"After meeting and \\"orking togeth­
er, we decided we wanted to be entre­
preneurs and nm our own business," 
Christine say ... , Wilh SlOp:. in Hanover, 
NIL then Paris 10 work with 
Steph3ne's family, they n..-1urned to the 
U.S, and open\!d thc West Pbnt Stl\."Ct 
t:;Ltery in 2006. 

I Sc:enic spots include the cyclist's 
fovorite , 19-mile West Oronge Troil, 

i and Lake Brim and its surrounding 
~ preserved wetlands within the , 

Oakland Park community, 

Ueforc reaching Ihe se'.lling :Irea, 
guests I);ISS by a tempting 2O-foot-long 
case filled with b:\ked gOClds and 
dt..~'"ItS of every kind. The lunch menu 
includes specialty soups and sandwich­
~ with a French flair. Christine says that 
Wintcr Garden has now become a 
foodie destination, with several n.'St:Lll­

mnlS along Plant Stn..-'(.'i. earning dining 
awards from Orlando reviewers, 

'111e town's recognition is no sur­
pri~' to City I\ lanager Bollhoefer. He 
calb \X'inter Garden a "modern-day 
Mayben)' USA," a community without 
pn,'i.ense, "I hC:lr il over and over again 
from residenL.... It n:mincb them of 
their ho me town. of Andy Griffith 's lV 
show," he adds. 

th Griffith om:,'C des<:ribed Mayben)': 
~A ~impler time, a S\\'(.'Cter pbce,- W It 

A/1m Macher is a writer ill Om/a, 
FL , and a frefJumt contributor 10 

What to Retire. 

H ave a comment, opinion or addi­
tional information about anything 

we've featured? We'd love to hear from 
yeo. Go to www.WhefeToRetire.com and 
dick on ·Write to Us, ~ Or, write to Readers 
Mailbox, W'here to Retire, 5851 San Felipe 
St, Sune 500, Houston, TX 77057, Letters 
may be edited for space, 
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